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HS-MACA Welcomes New Students 

Having been created in the year 2000, HS-MACA is pleased to welcome its readers to our fifteenth 

bio-medical summer research program.  We welcome six Omaha area high school students to 

participate in the eight week training program.  The purpose of the training program is to increase the 

representation and participation of minority students to biomedical research, as well as provide an 

educational experience for the student through scientific inquiry.  The goal(s) of the Summer Research 

Institute (SRI) program is to enable students to better understand the nature and applicability of 

scientific methods in research.  Another goal of the SRI program is to instill confidence in students 

pursuing careers in biomedical research or other health professions.  Students are paired with a faculty-

mentor and participate in biomedical research in their mentors’  lab.  In addition, students will be 

involved in weekly roundtable discussions, library training and research, technical training, 

experimentation and data analysis.  At the end of the training period, the students will be expected to 

present their summarized research experiences in the form of a poster session at a colloquium.  This 

year the colloquium is scheduled for Thursday August 2, 2007.  Students and mentors participating in 

this 2007 summer program are: 

Student School Mentor  
Connor Frazier Northwest High School Dr. Devendra Agrawal 
Zachery Gallas Papillion/LaVista High School Dr. Yaping Tu 
Bromley Ijem Creighton Prep Dr. Aleka Dash 
Ann Marcum Bellevue East High School Dr. Laura Bruce 

Catherine Tran Duchesne Academy Dr. Richard Hallworth 
Rahul Varman Creighton Prep Dr. Sonmath Singh 

 
Orientation Week����

During the first week of the Summer Research Program the participants had a full day of Orientation to 
the history of CU biomedical research program. The rules and regulations were reviewed. The students 
met their assigned mentors and toured their lab and work areas, as well other Post Doctoral students 
and the other faculty associated to the assigned lab area.  Students spent an entire day participating in 
health sciences library training.  Students participated in the mandatory Environmental Health and 
Safety chemical training and radiation safety training.  Students also received technical assistance 
training.  Students were issued their CU student I.D., obtained parking permits, had a tour of the 
campus and participated in their first weekly roundtable discussion of “The Spirit of Science.”  
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Connor Frazier  

 
Connor is sixteen years of age and Connor describes himself as an “ interesting person” .  He is a very 
hard worker and likes to have fun with other people.  He has always liked school and learning in 
general.  He is happy that he finished the school year with all A’s.  Math has always been his favorite 
subject, and he has always been good with numbers and math has come fairly easy for him, despite 
having been challenged many times with numbers.  In his spare time he enjoys hanging out with 
friends.  He enjoys music both listening to music as well as playing the drums.  At least once or twice a 
month he likes to attend a concert or hear a local band playing.  He finds 
music very inspirational.  He also plays soccer, both in school as well as 
with his friends outside of school.  He is very excited about the Summer 
Research program and intends to learn as much as he can.  He not yet quite 
sure of his college plans, but is very optimistic that by participating in this 
training program and hands on experience, he will learn how to work in a 
group setting and have a sense of increased responsibility and have new 
information and this will aid him in his decision.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 High School Summer Research Students 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Tran, Ann Marcum, Zachery Gallas, Bromley Ijem, Rahul Varman and Connor Frazier 
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Contact Information: 
 

Hanneka Brown 
Summer Research Coordinator 

(402) 280-2396 
hbrown@creighton.edu 

 
Channing Bunch 

Recruitment and Retention Coordinator 
(402) 280-3029 

cbunch@creighton.edu 
 

Public Safety 
(402) 280-2104 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Impor tant Dates: 
 
July 13th – Scientific Paper Rough Draft Due 
 
July 27th – Scientific Paper Final Abstract Due 
 
July 30th – Scientific Poster and Paper Due 
 
Aug. 2nd – SRI Colloquim Union: Union 
Pacific Room 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Aug. 5th – 9th – National Institute Health – 
Washington D.C. 
 
Aug. 10th – Participant Exit Interview 
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