Impact of Cardoner at Creighton

Creighton Students Explore Faith with Their Vocational Choices

The programs of Cardoner have been specifically developed and offered to address specific developmental issues experienced by Creighton’s diverse student body.  We offer distinctive programming for freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors, and for our professional students.  Evidence suggests we are having an impact with each of these groups of students.

Freshmen: Every freshman student at Creighton (N = 950 per year) is required to take a course focused on facilitating their transition into college life and introducing them to the resources available at Creighton.  In the time that Cardoner has been at Creighton, this course has undergone a radical re-design.  Beginning next fall, the course will be part of a larger program for freshmen and sophomores called Ratio Studiorum.  

The purpose of Ratio Studiorum is to focus on:

the need for students to plan their curriculum, their career, and a way of life that concentrates on ethical living, service to others, a search for truth and justice in public and personal life, and a search for the relationship with the Almighty.  Informed choice is the goal, freedom and knowledge are the tools in this discernment, and faculty and professional staff are the guides.
The course description for freshmen now reads,


This course in Creighton’s Ratio Studiorum Program introduces freshmen students to life at this Jesuit University. It facilitates a smooth transition from high school by examining key elements of collegiate life, such as the meaning and value of a liberal arts education; the Jesuit, Catholic history and values: and the vocational aspirations and challenges common to all freshmen.       
The re-design of the freshman course was a collaborative effort between the divisions of Students Services and Academic Affairs, including faculty from the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Nursing, and Business Administration, and staff from Student Retention, Student Learning, Student Life, and Cardoner.  This new course integrates faith and values, as influenced by our Catholic and Jesuit identity and mission, into the very fabric of the course material.


Sophomores:  The Cortina Community, begun in the 2003-04 academic year, is a collaborative program developed by the Creighton Center for Service and Justice (CCSJ), the Department of Residence Life, Academic Affairs and Cardoner at Creighton. This initiative can be characterized as a communal, living-learning experience, rooted in the Ignatian tradition of the service of faith and the promotion of justice.  Over 50 sophomores each year reside on the same floor of a residence hall and commit themselves to courses and activities focused on the pillars of community, service, faith, and justice.  One of the three goals of Cortina is that “participants will learn and reflect together, thereby further integrating community, service, faith, and justice into their life choices and commitments.”  This program is offered in a way student experiences with Cortina will also influence their discernment of their major, which is typically declared at the end of the sophomore year.  


In addition to Cortina, Creighton’s Ratio Studiorum program will focus on the sophomore experience in addition to the freshman experience.  At the end of their freshman year, students will register for a section of RSP 200, which is premajor advising with one of Creighton’s professional staff.  As part of RSP 200, sophomore students will participate in a series of discernment activities and events designed to help him or her decide on a full Plan of Study.  The premajor advisors will work with students during their sophomore year to approach their decisions regarding their courses, their major, and potentially other life areas using the Ignatian method of discernment.  If they have not already done so, all premajor advisors will receive formation themselves in Ignatian discernment.  As an approach to decision-making, Ignatian discernment asks the individual to observe and reflect on God’s movement within his or her own life, in one’s consolations and desolations, as primary in the decision-making process.


Juniors and Seniors:  In their junior and senior years, college students are generally focusing their life energies into key developmental tasks of immersion into their major coursework, developing leadership and ethical decision-making skills within their campus involvement and student organizations, and transitioning from the college student life stage to the young adult life stage.  At Creighton, juniors and seniors are offered a variety of opportunities to explore their faith with their vocational choices.  Some highlights of Cardoner student offerings include:

· Students in the Companions program meet regularly with an adult mentor to explore vocation-as-calling issues ranging from what God is calling you to do with your life to trying to balance life areas.

· “Second Thoughts” Vocation Vacation, a weekend retreat, focuses on discernment when students are contemplating a change in major or career focus.

· “Next Steps” Vocation Vacation, a weekend retreat, focuses on how to approach the next life steps beyond college in a purposeful, intentional way that maintains the spirituality and values gained during their time at Creighton.

· Challenges, a daily readings book, allows the participant to explore the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius on a daily basis over a 34-week period.  Participants are invited to share weekly reflections on a discussion board and to gather occasionally with one another to share their experiences.

· Book discussion groups read books such as The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and The Alchemist.  After reading the books, students join faculty and staff in discussions about how the book is tied to the Christian vocation and to vocation-as-calling issues.  In December 2005, students actually joined faculty and staff from Creighton for a screening of the film, The Chronicles of Narnia, on opening night.

· Attending any of a large number of lectures and events focused on Cardoner’s vocation-as-calling themes including:  a workshop by Gregg Levoy, author of Calling: Finding and Following an Authentic Life, offered jointly with Hastings College;  Arun Gandhi’s lecture, “Lessons I Learned from My Grandfather”; Jim Keady and Leslie Kretzu presenting on Nike sweatshops in Indonesia and globalization issues; and former Jesuit, Dr. Thibaud d’Oultremont’s presentation, “God Believes in Science: A Path Towards Dialogue.” 

Professional Students:  Approximately one-half of Creighton’s student body are enrolled in one of the university’s five professional schools.  Staff at Cardoner have been incredibly successful in working with these schools to provide opportunities for their students as well as faculty and staff, to renew the role their faith played in their call to the professional life as well as to further explore vocation-as-calling issues.  These opportunities include:

· Dentistry:  In 2006-07, Cardoner will host a retreat Dental School students, faculty, staff, and alumni comparable in format to the Medical School Retreats described below.
· Law:   As a lawyer, minister, author, and professor, Joseph Allegretti offered an unique presentation about the call of the law profession to over 150 law students and faculty during a Cardoner luncheon event.  In a similar vein, Professor Jerome Organ from the University of St. Thomas Law School explored whether Catholic law schools should look and feel different from secular law schools at a luncheon event attended by over 60 students.   
· Medicine:  Over the past three years, Cardoner has hosted an evening retreat attended by over 500 medical students, faculty, and staff.   Each retreat has included a keynote who shared his or her vocational story tied to medicine prior to table discussion on the call of the physician.  In addition, Cardoner sponsored a Dr. Daniel Sulmasy, a Franciscan monk and physician, as a guest for a luncheon lecture attended by over 80 medical students.  This spring semester, over 30 first-year medical students are enrolled in an elective course, “The Healer’s Art,” which advances the role of spirituality in the medical profession.
· Nursing:  Cardoner hosted a vocation-themed afternoon retreat for the faculty as part of their annual development.  Cardoner staff have facilitated class sessions on the call of the nursing profession for over 150 accelerated nursing students and 30 traditional nursing students at Creighton’s Hastings campus.
· Pharmacy and Health Professions (PAHP): Over the past two years, Cardoner has hosted an evening retreat attended by over 400 Pharmacy, Occupational Therapy, and Physical Therapy students, faculty, staff, and alumni.   Each year, keynote speakers and panelists have shared their vocational stories tied to PAHP, prior to table discussion on the vocation of the health professions.  In addition, almost 50 PHP students, faculty, and staff have explored the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius using the Challenges daily readings book in addition to weekly postings to a discussion board and monthly gatherings over meals.  
Creighton Students Explore Christian Ministry

Cardoner’s offerings for those considering Lay Ecclesial Ministry (LEM) or ordained ministry are equally strong in comparison to Cardoner’s more generalized student programming.  There have been three main outlets for undergraduate and graduate students to explore a call to Christian ministry at Creighton.   

Archdiocesan Collaboration:  The first outlet for ministerial exploration has been developed in conjunction with the Archdiocese of Omaha.  Within the first few months of our operations in 2003, Cardoner staff began collaborating with Fr. Tom Greisen and Ms. Marge Koenigsman from the Office of Lay Ministry Formation from the Archdiocese of Omaha.  Cardoner and the archdiocese have been collaborating the past three years on events offered for all ordained and LEM in the archdiocese, on the Master’s of Ministry program offered jointly by Creighton and the archdiocese, and on a new LEM training and formation program offered in the archdiocese called F.A.I.T.H..  To date, over 700 students, faculty, staff, and ordained and lay ministers from the archdiocese have attended jointly sponsored events, including a presentation by Dr. Zeni Fox and a day-long retreat with Bishop Kicanis from Tucson. Creighton currently has about 30 graduate students enrolled in the Master’s of Ministry program; these are all students who have discerned a calling to LEM.  As part of their degree requirements, students must participate in two practicum experiences.  Cardoner and the archdiocese have each agreed to pay $15,000 over the next two years to ensure that each student is able to have both a local and a distance practicum experience, exposing them to diversity within the diocese (especially rural vs. urban parishes) as well as the diversity that exists within the Roman Catholic Church across America today.  Cardoner’s final collaboration with the archdiocese, supporting the F.A.I.T.H. program, allows Creighton and the archdiocese to offer superior quality non-credit formation sessions to undergraduate students and LEMs across the entire archdiocese.  Beginning its second year, F.A.I.T.H. has already offered 14 ministry formation workshops that are mostly taught by Creighton’s Theology faculty to a typical audience of 25 students.  

Ministry Internships:  Beginning with academic year 2003-04, Cardoner has sponsored a number of renewable, year-long internships for undergraduate and graduate men and women who wish to explicitly explore a vocation to pastoral ministry. Undergraduates who complete these internships are majoring in Theology or Justice and Peace Studies (JPS), while our graduate interns have either been in the M.A. Theology or Christian Spirituality programs of study.  To date, Cardoner has supported two graduate and four undergraduate interns in collaboration with Campus Ministry.  Cardoner has supported one undergraduate intern with CCSJ.  Finally, Cardoner has developed and supported three graduate interns who obtain ministerial experience by working directly with Cardoner programming, such as the Cortina community and our vocation vacations.  In addition to their ministerial experiences, each of the undergraduate and graduate interns commit to prayer, spiritual direction, and attending archdiocesan formation opportunities such as the F.A.I.T.H. sessions, as part of their ongoing spiritual life.  These types of internship experiences for both undergraduate and graduate students will continue for the remainder of the current grant and beyond. 

Summer Ministry Internships:  In addition to the internships that take place during the academic year, Cardoner has also sponsored student internships during the summers.  In the summer of 2004, two undergraduate students studied and completed service with the AmeriSpan program in Guatemala.  This past summer, six undergraduates and two graduate students completed internships in Bolivia with the Maryknoll Language Institute.  All students selected for these summer internships were Theology or JPS majors who expressed a vocational interest in working directly in church ministry, many who specifically feel called to Hispanic Ministry within the Catholic Church.  In summer 2006, two graduating seniors who both intend to work in Hispanic ministry, will travel to the Dominican Republic for intensive Spanish-language training before joining Creighton’s health care ministry group at Creighton’s Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC).
Creighton Faculty and Staff Deepen and Explore Vocation-as-Calling Themes

With programs offered by Cardoner, Creighton’s faculty and professional staff have deepened their personal understanding of vocation-as-calling themes and have renewed their own vocation to their profession and to Creighton University.  In turn, faculty and staff have become more confident teaching, coaching, discussing, sharing, facilitating, and mentoring students in exploring faith and values as tied to their life course.  Over the course of the past year, Cardoner has reached a “critical mass” of participation among faculty and staff.  This has been accomplished by the sheer number, breadth, and depth of opportunities available to faculty and staff.  A sample of this breadth and depth includes:

· Over 200 faculty, staff, alumni and their spouses have attended approximately 10 weekend sessions called “vocation vacations” that focus on themes ranging from the vocation of family to sustaining your vocation for the long term to discernment during adult life transitions.

· Author Chris Lowney presented the Ignatian model of leadership for use in business and university settings during the annual spring break luncheon, attended by over 900 of Creighton’s staff members and administrators.

· To date, 12 faculty from all of Creighton’s colleges and schools have been selected as Vocation Fellows, or vFellows.  vFellows participate in summer formation that includes readings from several disciplines on vocation-as-calling themes and four 24-hour group formation sessions including an Ignatian-style silent retreat.  During the academic year, the vFellows complete a teaching or scholarship project tied to the theological exploration of vocation.  In addition, they continue their formation with supplemental readings, monthly communal gatherings, and mentoring the next round of vFellows.

· Cardoner has hosted or co-sponsored over two dozen guest speakers on campus, primarily to expose our faculty with a myriad of vocation-as-calling issues.  Examples include diverse guests such as Alice Bourke Hayes, former president of San Diego University, a Catholic university; Judith Mayotte, one of the country’s leading experts on refugee issues in America; Joyce Glenn, a pastoral minister in the archdiocese; and author and consultant John Schuster, who focuses on vocation-as-calling in business environments.  These speakers range in attendance from small group presentations of about a dozen people over lunch to over 1200 Creighton community members for Arun Gandhi.  For virtually every speaker, a small subset of faculty join the speaker for a meal for more extensive exploration of the topic.

· Over 1000 faculty and staff have read a book focused on one of Cardoner’s vocation-as-calling themes.  These books have been both non-fiction and fiction and have ranged from Bel Canto by Ann Patchett to Forgetting Ourselves on Purpose by Brian Mahan.  After reading these books, faculty and staff had the opportunity to join together over a meal to more deeply explore the vocational elements of the material.  These meals have been extremely successful in building community and a deeper understanding of vocation, and its application in one’s own life.

· Over the past two years, Cardoner has supported 10 faculty and staff to engage the Spiritual Exercises during an 8-day silent Ignatian retreat.

· Over 60 diverse faculty have participated in one of three faculty seminars on the topics of the Call of the Health Professions, the Vocation of Scholarship, and Creighton as a Catholic and Jesuit University in the 21st Century.  Faculty meet for 10 communal sessions in addition to completing readings and contributing to a white paper on the topic.  Unexpectedly, this white paper was shared with the remaining faculty at Creighton who participating in the Joint Academic Forum on this topic, held by the Vice Presidents for Academic Affairs and Health Sciences in April 2005.

