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Sue E. S. Crawford, Political Science and International Relations

I. Current understanding of vocation and how it relates to your teaching, scholarship, and/or service.

I understand vocation to be a sense of purpose or direction for one’s life.  My own sense of vocation develops and changes over time as I consider how my God-given gifts and interests match with opportunities and needs in my department, academic discipline, college, church, community, and family.  I appreciate the three-prong definition of vocation outlined in the description of this fellowship opportunity.  My research, teaching, and service tend to focus on the second prong: the response of an individual in relationship with one’s community.  My research explores how religion and other social factors shape the civic responses of individuals and organizations in their communities.  Most of the courses that I teach require students to learn how and why individuals and organizations develop political strategies to influence their communities.  Several of the courses teach students specific strategies for using their social science research skills and their social values to contribute to civic discussion in their communities.  My service profile is quite varied, but reflects an overall effort to match my skills and interests with needs and opportunities in the college and the broader community.           
II. Description of vFellowship project

Type of Project:  Summer Research project

Title: Beyond Faith-Based Initiatives & Gay Marriage:  Religious Institutions and Civic Life
Purpose:  The purpose of the summer fellowship will be to develop a manuscript and a public presentation on ways in which religious institutions appear best suited to contribute to civic life, particularly in local communities.  During my sabbatical last year I developed initial political science models of religious institution contributions and conducted numerous interviews with community leaders.  Most of my writing from this research has been aimed at an academic audience.  Participation in the vFellowship will allow me to develop a manuscript that (while still having a strong academic basis), will better reach religious institution leaders who struggle to decide how to respond to opportunities and needs in their communities.

A summer stipend best fits the needs of this project.  I have already completed the travel and the interviews are already transcribed.  Time with stipend support for writing will best facilitate the completion of the project.  However, I would set aside $300 for travel and/or for the cost of sending manuscripts to religious leaders who participated in my last research project.     

III. Contribution to other faculty and personal benefit

I anticipate that I will contribute the most to fellow faculty who participate in the summer fellowships by the following:  encouraging discussions of civic elements of vocation; providing assistance and/or collegial feedback to those with projects that involve qualitative or quantitative research; and bringing Protestant insights to discussions of faith and vocation.  A chapter in our forthcoming book from University of Alabama Press explicitly discusses calling and civic responses of women clergy.  I have participated in multiple reading and seminar groups with fellow faculty.  I take my responsibilities to prepare and engage in meaningful discussion very seriously.

I have greatly benefited from my involvement in other faculty development circles and seminars during my years here.  I consider these opportunities to be one of the most important ways that the Creighton community helps me to strengthen and clarify my sense of vocation in research, teaching, and service.  I have had a longstanding interest in further developing my understandings of civic duty and public contributions of religious institutions.  I look forward to thinking about these issues in a new way as I complete the work of the four vocation institute sessions.  I would also greatly appreciate the opportunity to focus time and attention on writing that will speak more directly to community leaders.  I am interested in developing this aspect of my professional life and in giving back in a more meaningful way to those who so generously gave of their time to assist me with my research.
IV. Projected schedule and project outcomes
Projected Research Schedule
I am not sure at this point whether the material will lend itself best to a book manuscript or to a series of articles prepared for outlets that reach religious leaders.  Ideally, I will develop articles that fit well together as a book so that the material reaches an even broader audience.  I anticipate spending May developing outlines and sorting through my materials to develop a manuscript strategy.  This work will also involve finding appropriate book publishers and periodical outlets for this kind of writing.  June and July will be devoted to writing, with particular attention in June to developing and sending out a book prospectus if relevant.  In August I will develop a public presentation that pulls together a useful 30 minute discussion of highlights of the articles/book, make sure that my speaker’s bureau listing for the university reflects this presentation option, and send a letter offering to give the presentation to several organizations that might be interested.  August will also be spent wrapping up writing of some units and developing a plan for finishing up units still in process.        
Projected Research Outputs

3 articles and/or first draft of 3 chapters of a book manuscript

Public presentation for community presentations
Personal Development

I expect that participation in the vocation institute sessions will help me to reevaluate my senses of professional, religious, and civic vocation.  I expect to develop new ways to think about my research, teaching, and service and to possibly discover new directions in any of these areas.  I also expect that this work and my interaction with vFellow colleagues will provide fresh insights that will improve my research and writing.  
V. Curriculum Vitae

A current curriculum vitae is attached.

VI. Letter of Support

The letter of support is attached.
