LIBERAL STUDIES (MLS)

Program Director: Richard J. White
Program Office: Humanities Center, Room 110

Professors: Burk (Biology), Evans (Political Science), Feezell (Philosophy), Greenspoon
(Klutznick Chair), M. Lawler (Theology), Murray (Philosophy), R. White (Philosphy), Wright
(Theology).

Associate Professors: Aikin (Fine and Performing Arts), Fajardo-Acosta (English), Grandbois
(Social Work), Mueller (Theology), Riley (Sociology), Schuler (Philosophy), Welch (History),
Whipple (English).

Assistant Professors: Rettig (English).
Program in Liberal Studies

MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
Creighton's Master of Arts in Liberal Studies (MALS) differs dramatically from other graduate
programs. Its cross-disciplinary emphasis frees students from the requirements of a particular
professor or discipline. The MALS Program at Creighton encourages an individual student to
work with the faculty to plan and carry out a program of study based on the student's life goals,
objectives, and interests. At the same time, the MALS Program is committed to building and
supporting a community of learners. In addition to MALS courses, all other graduate courses at
Creighton are open to MALS students.
The central theme of Creighton’s MALS Program is “Understanding the World.” This theme is
an important point of orientation in every discussion of every MALS course.
Courses in the MALS Program are distinguished by an emphasis on intensive faculty-student
and student-student work, practice in traditional and unconventional modes of scholarship, and
direct experience with the elements of the course. The interdisciplinary approach, a fundamental
principle of the MALS Program, affords students a rare opportunity to work with distinguished
Creighton professors from various academic fields.

Goals and Objectives

1. Students will have a good grounding in the Humanities broadly conceived. They will have
an integrated knowledge and understanding of different Humanities perspectives and
approaches.

2. Students will be capable of intelligent and well-argued analyses of specific themes and
problems in the Humanities field. They will be able to formulate and investigate a
particular issue of their own in some depth.

3. Students will experience the relationship of the humanities to broader questions of value
(including morality and faith). They will reflectively integrate what they learn into the
practice of their own lives. They will work with faculty and fellow students to create a
community of learners.

Admission Requirements

Three letters of recommendation, along with all undergraduate (and graduate, if applicable)
transcripts are required. Non-degree-seeking students may enroll with “special student” status.
The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is not required.
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Program Requirements
. Foundational Seminar MLS 601 Understanding the World 3 credits
This seminar explores some of the ways humans approach meaning for themselves and
understand the world in which they live. Seminar participants explore meaning within intuitive,
rational, and empirical perspectives.

Il.  Elective Courses 27 credits
A range of elective courses enables MALS students to achieve a rich interdisciplinary
education. MALS students must complete nine elective graduate courses taken from a broad
spectrum of disciplines, including art history, classics, history, world literature, natural sciences,
philosophy, political science, psychology, sociology, religion and theology. Of the nine elective
courses (27 credits), at least four must be MLS courses. The balance of this requirement may be
fulfilled with courses selected in consultation with a MALS advisor from other graduate courses
offered at Creighton University. Students may include up to 6 credits of work from a combina-
tion of approved graduate work at another university or 500-level course work at Creighton.

I11. Directed Independent Research 3 credits
MALS students will demonstrate proficiency in a directed independent research project on
a topic to be selected by the student in consultation with a faculty advisor. A student will register
for and begin the directed independent research after the completion of 27 credit hours in the
MALS program. The project will culminate in a written report and evaluation of the research.

V. Final Project 3 credits

Following completion of all coursework, MALS students will undertake a final project.
This project, which should build upon the Directed Independent Research, provides students
with an opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills gained through the Program to an
independent activity of the student's design. The Final Project may take the form of academic
research, applied research, or creative work. In all cases, a written analysis is necessary to fulfill
the degree requirements. A final interview with a faculty committee, consisting of the Program
Director and two faculty members, will conclude the project and the MALS Program.
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