
ENGLISH 117

ENGLISH (ENG)
Program Directors: Bridget M. Keegan, Brent A. Spencer, Greg W. Zacharias

Program Office: Hitchcock Communication Arts Building, Room 304
Professors: Keegan, Spencer, Zacharias;
Associate Professors: Aizenberg, Chiwengo, Dornsife, Fajardo-Acosta, Gardiner, Stefaniak,   
         Stenberg. Whipple;
Assistant Professors: Churchill, Houston, Rettig, Stafford.

Programs in English
English graduate programs lead to the degree of Master of Arts and all are constructed upon a 
foundation of literary study that allows students to specialize at the same time that it encourages 
broad knowledge of the field of English studies. 

Goals and Objectives
This curriculum especially aims to contribute to achieving the following of the College of Arts 
and Sciences Learning goals. Specifically, at the completion of their graduate studies in English, 
students will:

1. Think critically about information, assumptions, and arguments found in multiple forms of 
academic and cultural discourse;

2. Analyze, interpret, and critique advanced knowledge in the field of English studies;
3. Propose, defend and conduct research in the field of English studies;
4. Utilize a critical and disciplined approach to research and the resolution of problems in the 

field of English studies;
5. Effectively communicate information within the field of English studies to specialists and 

non-specialists alike, both orally and in writing.
TRACK 1: MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH WITH CONCENTRATION IN 
LITERATURE (36 Sem. Hrs.)

 I. Required Foundation Courses (6 hours)
ENG 600                   Introduction to Graduate Study                                        3 credits
ENG 721                   Seminar in Literary Criticism                                           3 credits    

II.  Eight Courses selected from the following (24 hours)
ENG 701               Seminar in Medieval Literature                                        3 credits    
ENG 703               Seminar in Renaissance Literature                                   3 credits
ENG 705               Seminar in Neoclassical Literature                                  3 credits
ENG 707               Seminar in Romantic Literature                                       3 credits
ENG 709               Seminar in Victorian Literature                                       3 credits
ENG 711                Seminar in American Literature to 1865                          3 credits
ENG 713               Seminar in American Literature 1865-1914                     3 credits
ENG 715               Seminar in Modern English and American Literature      3 credits
ENG 717               Seminar in Irish Literature                                                3 credits
ENG 722               Topics in Rhetoric and Composition Theory                    3 credits

(The candidate may petition the Graduate Directors to substitute up to two 
Studies or Private Readings courses in lieu of seminar requirements.)

III. Required Capstone Courses (6 hours)
ENG 798                   Master's Thesis or Three-Paper Option                            3 credits
(One of the following:)

ENG 680               Supervised Practicum in Writing                                      3 credits
ENG 681               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Composition    3 credits
ENG 682               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Litearature       3 credits
ENG 683               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching/Creative Writing  3 credits
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TRACK 2: MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH WITH CONCENTRATION IN 
RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION (36 Sem. Hrs.)

I. Required Foundation Courses (6 hours)
ENG 600                   Introduction to Graduate Study                                        3 credits
ENG 721                   Seminar in Literary Criticism                                           3 credits

II. Required Composition Core (12 hours) 
ENG 720                   Topics in the History of Rhetoric and Pedagogy              3 credits
ENG 722                   Topics in Rhetoric and Composition Theory                    3 credits
ENG 723                   Topics in Technology and Rhetoric                                  3 credits
ENG 724                   Topics in Rhetoric and Composition Pedagogy               3 credits

III. Literature Support Unit (12 hours)
Any four English courses at the 600-level or above, selected in 
consultation with the Graduate Directors.                                                          12 credits

IV. Required Capstone Courses (6 hours)
ENG 798                   Master's Thesis or Three-Paper Option                            3 credits
(One of the following:)

ENG 680               Supervised Practicum in Writing                                      3 credits
ENG 681               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Composition    3 credits
ENG 682               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Litearature       3 credits
ENG 683               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching/Creative Writing  3 credits

TRACK 3: MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH WITH A CONCENTRATION IN 
CREATIVE WRITING (36 Sem. Hours)

I. Required Foundation Courses (6 hours)
ENG 600                   Introduction to Graduate Study                                        3 credits
ENG 721                   Seminar in Literary Criticism                                           3 credits

II. Required Creative Writing Core (12 hours)
ENG 640                   Creative Writing Workshop (four sections)                     12 credits

III. Literature Support Unit (12 hours)
Any four English courses at the 600-level or above, selected in 
consultation with the Graduate Directors.                                                          12 credits

IV. Capstone Courses (6 hours)
ENG 798                   Creative Thesis                                                                 3 credits
(One of the following:)

ENG 680               Supervised Practicum in Writing                                      3 credits
ENG 681               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Composition    3 credits
ENG 682               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching of Litearature       3 credits
ENG 683               Supervised Practicum in the Teaching/Creative Writing  3 credits

Additional Requirements in all Tracks: A take-home integrative comprehensive exam in the 
second year that provides the opportunity for synthesis among the various periods and areas of 
study; an examination to test a reading knowledge of a major foreign language. A junior level 
foreign language course with a grade of B can be used in lieu of this test.


