
EDUCATION 99

EDUCATION (EDU) AND 
COUNSELOR EDUCATION (COU)

EDUCATION (EDU)
M.S., Educational Leadership Program Director: Patrick W. Durow

MAGIS Program Director: Molly Davies
M.S., Special Populations in Education Program Director: Sharon Ishii-Jordan

M.Ed Program Director: Timothy Cook
M.S., Counseling Program Director: Jeffrey M. Smith
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Professor: Dickel; Professor Emeritus: OõConnor;
Associate Professors: Brock, Cook, Doyle, Houtz, Ishii-Jordan, Ponec, Smith;
Assistant Professors: Durow, Olson, Simonds;
Instructors: Davies.

Programs in Education
Five masterõs degree programs are offered by the Department of Education. Besides being 
admitted to Graduate School, their objectives, prerequisites for admission, and requirements are 
described below.

MASTER OF EDUCATION (M.ED.) IN SECONDARY TEACHING 
These programs are designed for college graduates (with certain undergraduate degrees) who are 
interested in earning their Nebraska teaching certiþcate with a masterõs degree.  These programs 
are accredited/approved by state, regional, and national accrediting agencies, including the 
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), the Nebraska Department of 
Education, and the Department of Education at Creighton University. Secondary (7-12) teaching 
endorsements are offered in the following areas: Biology, Chemistry, English, French, German, 
History, Journalism, Latin, Physics, Religious Education (K-12), and Spanish.  The department 
also offers þeld endorsements in the following areas: Art (K-12), Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Natural Science, and Social Science. Creighton offers these supplemental endorsements: English 
as a Second Language (K-12) and Mild/Moderate Disabilities (7-12).

Learning Goals for M.Ed. in Secondary School Teaching MAGIS Program
Graduates of the MAGIS Program, with either a Masterõs of Science in Teacher 
Leadership OR a Masterõs of Education in Secondary Teaching, will be leaders in Catholic 
education with an understanding of its challenges and mission.  Their dedication to the charisms 
of the Education Department will be visible in their vocation in Catholic education.  
MAGIS graduates will understand what it means to live in an intentional and supportive 
community, the practices and foundations of Ignatian Spirituality, and the joy of voluntary sim-
plicity.  They will incorporate their experiences with community and spirituality into their lives 
as faith-þlled educators as a response to the call to teach as Jesus did.  

Learning Goals for M.Ed. in Secondary School Teaching Program
Graduates will:

1.  Understand human development and appreciate diverse learners.
2.  Plan and use a variety of instructional strategies to accommodate diverse learners and help 

all students succeed and fulþll their potential.
3.  Plan and use a variety of assessment strategies to diagnose learner needs and evaluate 

learning outcomes.
4.  Collaborate with colleagues, parents, and community members to assist learners and to 

advance the schoolõs mission. 
5.  Value and exhibit the Ignatian / Jesuit charisms of cura personalis (personal care), magis 

(excellence), men and women for and with others (service and justice), and contemplation 
in action (reÿective ethical decision making).
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Requirements
 There are two ways that this Master's degree can be pursued.   
 - Accelerated M.Ed. in Secondary Teaching Program.  This 38-hour option is for students 
seeking to receive a standard masterõs degree.  Courses are offered at a 50% tuition discount.  
Courses required are:  EDU 503, 510, 525, 548, 551, 552, 583, 591, 592, 593, 615, 692; plus one 
of the following: EDU 576, 577, 578, 579; plus 2 electives.
 - Mentoring Academic Gifts In Service (M.A.G.I.S.) Program.   This 37-hour option seeks 
to develop a core of highly motivated teachers to serve in underserved Catholic Schools. Each 
year a new cohort is admitted into the program.  Upon acceptance, MAGIS teachers will make a 
commitment for two years to live in community and pursue professional and spiritual develop-
ment while serving as full-time teachers in selected Catholic schools.   This program is offered 
at no tuition cost to the participants. Courses required are:  EDU 503, 510, 520, 525, 548, 551, 
552, 583, 615, 680, 681, 686, 687, 688, 689, 692; plus one of the following:  EDU 576, 577, 
578, 579.

MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) WITH A MAJOR IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
The masterõs degree in educational leadership prepares individuals to play a leadership role 
in their school. Students may choose either the school administration program or the teacher 
leadership program in pursuit of the educational leadership degree.

Learning Goals for Graduate Educational Leadership Programs
Graduates will become school leaders whose educational values are based on the Education 
Department charisms of cura personalis, magis, men and women for and with others, and 
contemplation in action.
Graduates will become educational leaders who promote the success of all students by enabling 
a collaborative vision of student success, by sustaining a positive school culture, by effectively 
managing the school, by responding to diverse community and political interests in the com-
munity, and by acting with integrity and fairness.
Graduates will be able to propose, conduct, and defend research in the area of school leadership, 
then communicate knowledge gained to specialized and non-specialized persons alike orally and 
in writing.

Specialization in Elementary School Administration
This 39-hour program is designed for the individual who desires to prepare for the position 
of elementary school principal. The program consists of required courses designed to 
provide both theoretical and practical knowledge of elementary-school administration. The 
need to acquire decision-making skills is stressed in components of courses designed to 
improve leadership capabilities.
As a prerequisite for admission to this program, one must possess a teaching certiþcate; 
verify two years experience as a successful teacher; and have acceptable scores on the Pre-
Professional Skills Test (PPST), or have three or more years of teaching or administration 
in the same school system (as deþned by LB 314).
The following courses constitute the required courses of the program. EDU 600, 609, 610, 
615, 617, 620, 622, 624, 625, 628, and 692 as well as COU 642.
A portfolio will be used as the culminating assessment for students in the elementary 
school administration program. This is to be presented to the School Administration fac-
ulty in the þnal six hours of the 39-hour masterõs degree program.
Anyone with a masterõs degree from another institution must also complete a minimum of 
39 graduate semester hours in Education at Creighton to qualify for a recommendation for 
an administrative certiþcate. Up to 12 hours from a previous graduate degree may transfer.




