Suzhou
苏州
Pinyin: Sūzhōu
	Schedule of Activities

	June 4 (Wed.) 六月四日星期三
Arrive in Suzhou; hotel check-in
Thursday June 5六月五日星期四
Hanshan Temple; 
Zhuozheng Garden; 
Huqiu (Tiger Hill) Garden; 
Guanqian business district

Friday June 6六月六日星期五
Suzhou city gate; 
Boat ride on the ancient canal; 
Silk Museum;

Drive to Shanghai (1½ hour drive; 85km)




Translation: “Awakening Prefecture”

City code for phone = 557
Province: Jiangsu
Population: 6 million
City Information:
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Suzhou’s interlocking canals, which have led it to be called the “Venice of the East,” its classic gardens, and its embroidery and silk factories, are the chief surviving elements of a cultural center that dominated China’s artistic scene for long periods during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Rapid modernization in the last decade has somewhat robbed the city of much of its mystique, however.
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Situated on the lower reaches of the Yangtze River and on the shores of Lake Taihu, Suzhou is renowned for its beautiful stone bridges, pagodas, and meticulously designed gardens, all of which have contributed to its status as a great tourist attraction.  Suzhou has also been an important centre for China's silk industry and continues to hold that prominent position today. As the cradle of Wu culture it is one of the oldest towns in the Yangtze Basin. Classical gardens in Suzhou were added to the list of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 1997 and 2000. 
The city is conveniently located on the Jinghu Railway linking Shanghai and Nanjing, the provincial capital, to both of which there is hourly railway service. Suzhou Railway Station is among the busiest passenger stations in China, having 139 trains stopping daily. 
Scheduled activities here:

Hanshan temple

Hanshan Temple (寒山寺), literally Cold Mountain Temple, is a Buddhist temple and monastery. Traditionally, it is believed to have been founded during the Tianjian era (502-519) of the reign of Emperor Wu of Liang, in the Southern and Northern Dynasties period. The current name of the monastery derives from Hanshan, the legendary monk and poet.  A new 108-tonne bell was completed recently and is on its way to Hanshan Temple to replace the hundred years old Japanese built bell. 
Zhouzheng Garden
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Translated as “Humble Administrator's Garden” (Chinese gardens拙政园), this garden is one of four great . At 51,950 m² it is the largest garden in Suzhou, and generally considered the finest garden in southern China. Today's garden is only very loosely related to its earliest version (dating to 1513), but closely resembles its late Qing appearance, with numerous pavilions and bridges set among a maze of connected pools and islands. 
It consists of three major parts set about a large lake linked by zigzag bridges and a maze of connected pools and islands. The creation of multiple vistas and the dividing of spaces into distinct segments are the garden artist’s means of expanding the compressed spaces of the estate. As visitors stroll through the garden, new spaces and vistas open up at every turn.

Huqiu (Tiger Hill) Garden
Tiger Hill is a popular tourist destination (the hill has been a tourist destination for hundreds, if not thousands, of years, as is evident from the poetry and calligraphy carved into rocks on the hill) and is known for its natural beauty as well as historical sites. The hill is so named because it is said to look like a crouching tiger. Another legend states that a white tiger appeared on the hill to guard it following the burial of King Helü.
Its features include:
- Sword-Testing Rock: a rock in two pieces that was supposedly cleaved cleanly by a legendary sword of extraordinary sharpness.

- Spring of Simplicity and Honesty: a well that, according to legend, first appeared as a spring to an exhausted monk carrying water up the entire length of the hill.

- Yunyan Pagoda: a pagoda seven stories in height whose main architectural feature is its lean; it in fact predates and is taller than the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

- The Sword Pond: a small rectangular pond, beneath which a treasure of some 3000 swords are believed to have been buried along with the body of He Lu (king of Wu in 6th century BC). According to legend, a white tiger guards this treasure.  The site has not been excavated because the Leaning Pagoda's foundations rest on the site.
Guanqian business district

This street has existed since 1930 and has been renovated many times since then. On June 1982, the street was designated by the municipal authority as a “walking street” and a new night market was established. The street has been honored as the one of the Four Most Famous Walking Streets in China (other three: Nanjing’s Fuzimiao, Shanghai’s Cheng Huang Miao, and Beijing’s Tianqiao). 
Lying in the downtown core of Suzhou, the main theme of the street involves eating, shopping and entertaining. There are hundreds of shops, restaurants, bars, stores and clubs in old fashioned structures surrounded by colorful signs and neon lights along the street.  A Taoist temple, the Xuanmiao Temple, is also situated on Guanqian with its front entrance facing the street and providing the thriving and noisy street with solemnity and calm. The temple has a history of 1,300 years and is a cultural site for locals and visitors.
Suzhou City Gate

Pan Gate (Pan Men) (盘门) is a famous historical landmark in Suzhou, China. It once operated as a water gate and fortress when the Grand Canal was the most important route linking Suzhou to the rest of China.  It is located on the south-west corner of the Main Canal. Originally built during the Warring States Period in the state of Wu, historians estimate it to be around 2,500 years old. It is known for the "three landmarks of Pan Gate". They are the Ruiguang Pagoda, the earliest pagoda in Suzhou built in 247 B.C., the Wu Gate Bridge, and the entrance to the gate at that time over the water passage, and the highest bridge in Suzhou at the time, and Pan Gate.

The gate is part of the ancient city wall built in 514 B.C. that surrounded and protected Suzhou. Pan Gate was the only entrance to the wall that surrounded ancient Suzhou. It is also known in China for its architecture. It is so famous for its complex of both land and water city gates that many times, people directly refer to it as the "Land and Water Gate". 
Ancient canal
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The Grand Canal of China is the longest ancient canal or artificial river in the world. It passes through the cities of Beijing and Tianjin and the provinces of Hebei, Shandong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang. The oldest parts of the canal date back to the 5th century BC, although the various sections were finally combined into one during the Sui Dynasty (581–618 AD). 
The Jiangnan Canal  is the southernmost section of the canal runs from Hangzhou in Zhejiang, where the canal connects with the Qiantang River, to Zhenjiang in Jiangsu, where it meets the Yangtze. After leaving Hangzhou the canal passes around the eastern border of Lake Tai, through the major cities of Jiaxing, Suzhou, Wuxi and Changzhou before reaching Zhenjiang. The Jiangnan (or ‘South of the Yangtze’) Canal is very heavily used by barge traffic bringing coal and construction materials to the booming delta.
Chinese Silk Museum
Suzhou is synonymous not only with gardens and canals, but also with silk. Its silk fabrics have been among the most prized in China for centuries, and the art of silk embroidery is still practiced at the highest levels.

Silks are produced by several other insects, but only the silk of moth caterpillars has been used for textile manufacture. There has been some research into other silks, which differ at the molecular level. Silks are mainly produced by the larvae of insects that complete metamorphosis, but also by some adult insects such as web-spinners.
Silk fabric was first developed in ancient China, possibly as early as 6000 BC.  
The Emperors of China strove to keep knowledge of sericulture secret to maintain the Chinese monopoly.  In July of 2007, archeologists discovered intricately woven and dyed silk textiles in a tomb in Jiangxi province, are dated to the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, roughly 2,500 years ago.
Other suggested activities for free time: 
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Forest of Lions Garden - built in 1342 by a Buddhist monk, this large garden consists of four small lakes, buildings, and Suzhou’s largest collection of tortured rocks, here said to resemble lions (they have been purposefully submerged for a long time to achieve the desired shapes and effects).
Master of the Nets Garden – considered to be the most perfect, and also smallest, of Suzhou’s gardens, this is a masterpiece of landscape compression. Don’t miss the lavish “Hall for Keeping the Spring” in the garden’s northwest section which is lined with lanterns and hanging scrolls.
Hotel information: 
Hotel Name: Conference Center Hotel

Location: 100 Daoqian Street

Phone Number: 0512-65226691
Dates of Stay: June 4, 5
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