Wuzhen

乌镇
Pinyin: Wúzhèn
	Schedule of Activities

	Wednesday June 4六月四日星期三
Arrive in Wuzhen;
Writer Maodun’s Residency;

Drive to Suzhou by bus 
(1½ hour drive; 130km)



Translation: “Dark Town”

City code for phone = 573
Province: Zhejiang (part of Tongxiang city)
Population: 6,000
City Information:
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Wuzhen (encompassing about 46.5 square kilometers) is located in the north of Zhejiang Province and is embraced by the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal with rivers and canals crisscrossing the whole town. For hundreds of years, its residents have been building houses along the rivers and trading near the bridges. The ancient docks, waterside pavilions, and corridors stretch out for miles and erect a romantic atmosphere that is typical to Jiang Nan water towns. Wu Zhen boasts its prosperous past and simple lifestyle. Tongxiang's unique folk custom, such as Boxing Boat, Hua Gu Opera with local character, Shadow Play and Gathering Pilgrim, show the rich tradition of the locality.

Wu Zhen is famous for its natural beauty and many talented people in history. Since the South Dynasty when the prince of Liang kingdom-Zhao Ming once studied here, such literary master as Mao Dun had left many cultural relics here. If boating around the water network, or lingering in the lanes one can always feel the serenity, peacefulness, and subtle beauty of the Jiang Nan water town. 
The town displays its 2000-year history in its ancient stone bridges floating on mild water, its stone pathways between the mottled walls, and its delicate wood carvings. Setting it apart from other towns is that it gives a unique experience through its profound cultural background. Mao Dun, an outstanding modern Chinese writer, was also born here (his masterpiece, 'The Lin's Shop', describes vividly the life of Wuzhen). 
Layout:

Wuzhen's uniqueness lies in its layout, being 2 kilometers (1.24 miles) long and divided into six districts. These are: Traditional Workshops District, Traditional Local-Styled Dwelling Houses District, Traditional Culture District, Traditional Food and Beverage District, Traditional Shops and Stores District, and Water Township Customs and Life District. Wandering along the east-west-east circuit created by these six districts, you will enjoy the atmosphere of the traditional cultures and the original ancient features of the town that have been preserved intact.
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You may also walk amongst the picturesque moss-covered streets and walls, the houses decorated with exquisitely-carved wooden and stone doors and windows, and the leisurely and quiet life of the local people in the district of traditional local-styled dwelling houses. Sink into the atmosphere of traditional culture, have a cup of chrysanthemum tea and relax by bargaining on various kinds of handicrafts and local products. At dusk when the street lamps give off their dim lights in the thousand-year-old lanes, you will feel your every step echoing with the history of this ancient and attractive town of Wuzhen.
Scheduled activities here:
Mao Dun’s Residency
Originally built in the central 19th century covering a total area of 650 square meters (7020 sq. ft), the former residence of Mao Dun, a well-known Chinese revolutionary writer, was the Mao family home for many generations and witnessed the growth of this great revolutionist and writer. The house has three exhibition areas: 'Wuzhen, the Hometown of Mao Dun', 'the Way of Mao Dun', and 'the Former Residence of Mao Dun (renovated)'. The present Mao Dun Museum can be found to the east of the residence.
Other suggested activities for free time: 

Fanglu Pavilion (Pavilion of Visits to Lu) – has a well-deserved reputation as being the best teahouse in Wuzhen.
Bridge in Bridge - One may be amazed at the extraordinary scene of Bridge in Bridge created by two ancient bridges, the Tongji Bridge crossing the river from east to west and the Renji Bridge running from south to north and joining the former at one end. Either of two bridges can be seen through the arch of the other, hence the name. 

Aged gingko Tree – this gingko tree is over 1000 years old in the town, a living witness of the history of the town.

Xiu Zhen Guan - a Taoist temple which is built in Xian Ping Yuan period of Bei Song Dynasty. It is one of three famous Taoist temples in South Bank in Yangtze River. 
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