Hangzhou
杭州
Pinyin: Hángzhōu
	Schedule of Activities

	June 2 (Mon.) 六月二日星期一
Arrive in Hangzhou;
Linying temple, Feilai Hill, and Chinese Tea Museum 

June 3 (Tues.) 六月三日星期二
Yuefei Temple; 
Boating in the West Lake; 
China Silk Museum; 
Chinese Art College

June 4 (Wed.) 六月四日星期三
Drive to Wuzhen (ancient town) by bus 
(2 hour drive; 126km)



Translation: “a place accessible by boat”

City code for phone = 571
Province: Zhejiang
Population: 6.4 million
City Information:
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Hangzhou is located in and is the capital of the northern Zhejiang province, eastern China, at the southern end of the Grand Canal of China, on the plain of the Yangtze River (Cháng Jiāng).  Marco Polo pronounced Hangzhou “the finest, most splendid city in the world…where so many pleasures may be found that one fancies oneself to be in Paradise.”  
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As one of the most renowned and prosperous cities of China for much of the last 1,000 years, Hangzhou is also well-known for its beautiful natural scenery, with such claims centered on its famous West Lake (Xī Hú, 西湖) as the most noteworthy location. The city was founded about 2,200 years ago during the Qin Dynasty, and it is listed as one of the Seven Ancient Capitals of China. Its historic relics and natural beauty make it a place worth seeing. 
Hangzhou has been ranked as one of the ten most scenic cities in China. Although it has been through many recent urban developments, it still retains its historical and cultural heritage. 

Tea is also an important part of Hangzhou's economy and cultur (Hangzhou is best known for originating Longjing, a famous variety of green tea).
Scheduled activities here:

Linying Temple

This is a Buddhist temple of the Chan (Zen) sect located north-west of Hangzhou in the Wulin Mountains (the Wuling Mountains area is a major centre of Zen Buddhism in south-eastern China), and is the largest of its kind there. The temple's name is commonly literally translated as Temple of the Soul's Retreat.  Founded in 326 AD, it is one of the largest and wealthiest Buddhist temples in China.  It has been rebuilt a dozen of times since this time.
Proceeding down the road from the entrance, you first see Feilai Feng on the left, then Lingyin Hill on the right. The entire scenic area is dotted with historic buildings and artwork, including pagodas, pavilions, bridges, and statues.
Feilai Hill

Feilai Feng, or "peak that flew from afar", is located in front of the Linying temple. The peak is so-named because it is made of limestone, giving it a craggy appearance very different from the surrounding mountains. Legend holds that the peak is actually a holy mountain from India seemingly transported here to China (with some versions suggesting that it is Vulture Peak, but flew to Hangzhou overnight as a demonstration of the omnipotence of Buddhist law). 
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The peak is nearly 500 feet high and contains four caves and 380 Buddhist rock carvings, the most famous carving being of a Laughing Buddha from 1000AD. Within the main cave, dedicated to the bodhisattva Guanyin, there is a crack in the ceiling of the cave that stretches up to the surface, so that a person standing at a certain position can see a sliver of sunlight. This is known as the "one thread of heaven." 
Chinese tea museum


Here you can comb through the extensive displays of Chinese teas, pots, cups, and ceremonial tea implements.  The best tea in Hangzhou is still picked and processed by hand near this very location (Longjing tea – grown only on these hillsides and revered throughout China as a supreme vintage for its fine fragrance and smoothness).
Yuefei Temple

Yue-Wang Miao (岳王庙, "King Yue's Temple") or Yue Fue Mu is near the West Lake and was originally constructed in 1221 in memory of General Yue Fei, who lost his life due to political persecution. 

General Yue Fei: March 24, 1103 - January 27, 1142; a famous Chinese patriot and military general who fought for the Southern Song Dynasty against the Jurchen armies of the Jin Dynasty. Since his political execution, Yue Fei has evolved into the standard model of loyalty in Chinese culture.
West Lake (Xī Hú) (西湖; literally "West Lake") 
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Surrounded on three sides by verdant hills, this famous yet small (9 miles circumference and 3 miles diameter) freshwater lake, with its islets and temples, pavilions and gardens, causeways, and arched bridges, has constituted the supreme example of lakeside beauty in China ever since the Tang dynasty when Hangzhou came into its own with the completion of the Grand Canal (609 AD).  Xī Hú is said to be the incarnation of Xi Shi, one of the Four Beauties of ancient China. Hence, since ancient times, Xī Hú was associated with a large number of romantic poets, profound philosophers, national heroes and heroines.

Traditionally, there are ten best-known scenic spots on the Xī Hú, each remembered by a four-character epithet. Collectively, they are known as the "Ten Scenes of Xī Hú". Each is marked by a stela with the epithet written in the calligraphy of the Qianlong Emperor. 

In 2003, the West Lake was enlarged (much to the horror of purists) by adding a causeway along the western shoreline lined with new shops and restaurants.
China Silk Museum:

This large museum boasts a surprisingly comprehensive exhibit with displays ranging from mulberry bushes and silkworms to traditional looms and exquisite pieces of damask brocades.  
China Academy of Art:
This is the highest university of art in China. It was founded in 1928 and currently enrolls over 7000 undergraduate and graduate students in three campuses with a faculty and staff numbering over 800. Undergraduate students typically spend one year in general education courses in the Department of Foundation and then three years in the core courses of their particular majors. The Academy encourages diversity in thinking, art exploration and academy research. It takes as its motto “diversity in harmony” and fosters an environment for innovation.
Other suggested activities for free time: 

Hangzhou zoo

Hotel information: 
Hotel Name: Lily Hotel Hangzhou

Location: 156 Shuangguang Road

Phone Number: 

Dates of Stay: June 2, 3[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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