Nanjing

南京
Pinyin: Nánjīng
	Schedule of Activities

	Tuesday May 27 (Tues.) 五月二十七日星期二
(On the train to Nanjing)
May 28 (Wed.) 五月二十八日星期三
Arrive in Nanjing; hotel check-in;
Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) Mausoleum (tomb);

Hohai University 
May 29 (Thurs.) 五月二十九日星期四
“The Rape of Nanjing”  Museum; 
Kong-fu Temple

May 30 (Fri.) 五月三十日星期五
Drive to Yellow Mountains 
(5 hour drive; 380km) 




Translation: “Southern Capital”

City code for phone = 25
Province: Jiangsu
Population: 6.5 million
City Information:

First the capital in the early years of the Ming dynasty (1369-1644), then the capital of the Republic of China from 1911 to 1937, and now capital of Jiangsu Province, this bustling city is unfortunately left off many China itineraries, lacking many visible reminders of what has in fact been a highly storied past.  It was one of the earliest established cities in the southern China area and is listed as one of the Four Great Ancient Capitals of China. 
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


The first emperor of the Ming Dynasty Zhu Yuanzhang who overthrew the Yuan Dynasty rebuilt this city and made it the capital of China in 1368. He constructed what was the longest city wall in the world at that time as well. On April 23, 1949, The People's Liberation Army conquered Nanjing, officially ending the Republic of China's rule on the mainland. After the establishment of the People's Republic of China, Nanjing was initially a province-level municipality, but very soon became, and today remains, Jiangsu’s provincial capital. 

Until 2002, the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of China (Taiwan), as well as textbooks published in Taiwan, referred to Nanjing as the official capital of the Republic of China, while Taipei is just its temporary capital. Nanjing is commonly viewed as a “city of culture” and one of the more pleasant cities to live in China.

Geography and Climate: 

Located in the downstream Yangtze River drainage basin and Yangtze River Delta economic zone, Nanjing has always been one of China's most important cities. Nanjing has also served as a national hub of education, research, transportation and tourism throughout history. With an urban population of over five million, it is also the second largest commercial center in the East China region, behind only Shanghai, and is situated in one of the largest economic zones of China, the Yangtze River Delta. It is surrounded by the natural beauty of the Yangtze River and mountains and includes lakes such as Xuanwu Lake and Mochou Lake, which are located in the center of the city and are easily accessible to the public.  Gorgeous hills like Purple Mountain are also covered with evergreens and oaks and host various historical and cultural sites.

Seasons are distinct in Nanjing, with usually hot summers and plenty of rainfall throughout the year.  It is also considered one of the "Three Furnacelike Cities" along the Yangtze River for the perennially high temperature in summer.  
Other facts:
In 2005, in order to host The 10th National Game of People's Republic of China, there was a new stadium, Nanjing Olympique Center, constructed in Nanjing. It has a stadium of capacity 60,000.
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(above: Nanjing Rail Station) Now growing in popularity among tourists, Nanjing is often cited as having a unique charm: with a vast number of cultural sites and pleasant natural surroundings perfectly blending together, the ancient city enchants millions of tourists with a memorable experience.  It also currently boasts of some of the most prominent educational institutions in the region. 
Scheduled activities here:
Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum (Zhongshan Ling)
Reclining on a mountain slope, this majestic mausoleum blends the styles of traditional imperial tombs and modern architecture. The mausoleum is for Dr. Sun Yat-sen (Sun Zhongshan), who was a Chinese revolutionary and political leader.  He is often referred to as the “Father of Modern China.” Sun played an instrumental role in the eventual collapse of the Qing Dynasty in 1911. He was the first provisional president when the Republic of China (ROC) was founded in 1912 and later co-founded the Kuomintang (KMT) where he served as its first leader. Sun was a uniting figure in post-Imperial China, and remains unique among 20th-century Chinese politicians for being widely revered in both Mainland China and in Taiwan.  He died in Beijing in 1925 but wasn’t interred here until 1929 when construction of the mausoleum was complete. (In 1912, while hunting with friends in Zijin Shan, Sun had expressed his wish to be buried here). 
The tomb itself is at the end of a long, steep set of stairs beginning with a Memorial Archway made of white marble and capped by blue glazed tiles.  At the top of the 392-step grand tomb passage, a white marble statue of Dr. Sun sits under the mosaic roof of the Memorial Hall. On the way down you’ll be treated to a nice view of downtown Nanjing and its surroundings.  (This area can be very crowded).
Hohai University
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The University's main focus is the research and study of water resources, and it primarily educates engineering subjects, with coordinated development of engineering, science, economics, management, arts and law. It is part of Project 211 (a development initiative by the Chinese government involving over 100 key universities) and has a graduate school. 
There are over 30,000 degree students enrolled at the University of which 7,000 were Master and Ph.D. candidates and 19,000 undergraduate students 800 professors and associate professors.  The university has undertaken increasing numbers of tasks and research projects for the Chinese government (e.g. the Three Gorges Dam Project).
Rape of Nanjing Museum
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On December 13, 1937, Japanese troops invaded and occupied Nanjing (then the capital city of Republic of China).  What followed were the darkest 6 weeks of Nanjing’s history, as over 300,000 Chinese were bayoneted, shot, burned, drowned, beheaded, and buried alive. The city was looted and torched (one-third of the city burned down), and corpses were thrown into the Yangzi River. Women suffered the most: during the first month of occupation, over 20,000 cases of rape were reported in the city. Many of those who survived were often tortured.  Even after the conquest of the city, the Imperial Japanese Army established the bacteriological research Unit 1644, where Japanese doctors experimented on humans. 
During this time, a small number of Western businessmen and American missionaries stayed behind when their compatriots fled after the departing Chinese government and used their privileged status as foreign nationals to create a 2-square mile Safety Zone.  Around 250,000 Chinese found safe haven in 24 refugee camps inside it.  

There were countless individual moments of courage too, as Chinese clawed their way out of mass graves, crawled to hospitals with bullet wounds, or sheltered their brethren at great risk to themselves. 
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The Nanjing Massacre Memorial Hall was built in 1985 to commemorate the event. Located at Jiang Dong Men, itself an execution and mass burial site during the invasion, the museum consists of an outdoor exhibit, photographs of tortures (many taken by Japanese army soldiers), and the aftermath (reconciliation between Chinese and Japanese).
Today there is still a very tenuous relationship between Chinese and Japanese.  Due to historical events such as the Rape of Nanjing, each has a somewhat deep-rooted distrust/despise of the other.
Other suggested activities for free time: 

Qinhuai River: a branch of the Yangtze River flowing through the city, the inner part of it used to be the most prosperous place in Nanjing since it was the red-light district famous all over the nation. Recently, along the river, an old neighborhood in typical southern Chinese style has been rebuilt with many shops, teahouses and restaurants, where you can feel the atmosphere of authentic Chinese market.

Zhonghua Men Chengbao Gate: meaning Chinese gate, one of the original 13 Ming city gates that still remain, it is the biggest and most splendid city gate of Nanjing City Wall.

Confucius Temple (Fuzi Miao): once a center of Confucian study for more than 1500 years, it has been damaged and rebuilt repeatedly, and the present buildings are late-Qing dynasty structures or completely new ones restored in traditional style. You’ll get a good idea of the modern interests of Nanjing’s youth here (has everything from tattoo parlors to pirated music stores). Tourists can also reenact part of the examination process at the nearby Jingnan museum.
Yangtze Rvier Bridge: the pride of modern Nanjing, it was designed and built completely by Chinese. Work on it commenced in 1961 and was finished in 1968. It is one of the longest bridges in China - a double-decker with a 4.5km-long road on top and a train line below, and it is a key point for traffic between north and south China. 

Yuejiang Tower: located on Lion Hill in the northwest part of Nanjing near the banks of Yangtze River, it is one of the best places in Nanjing to enjoy a view of the mighty Yangtze River. This 52 meter high pagoda is built in the style of the Ming dynasty, inside which are displays related to the Ming Dynasty and Zhenghe's sea voyages as well as a multi-storey tile mural.
Hotel information:
Hotel Name: Nanjing White Palace Hotel

Location: 1 Longpan Road, Xuanwu District

Phone Number: 025-85659888

Dates of Stay: May 28, 29

(May 27 we stay overnight on the train to Nanjing)
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