Tianjin

天津
Pinyin: Tiānjīn
	Schedule of Activities

	Monday May 26 (Mon.) 五月二十六日星期一
Arrive in Tianjin; 

Ancient Cultural Street and Ocean View Church; 
Meet former Creighton Visiting Scholars
Tuesday May 27五月二十七日星期二
5th Ave and Nanshi Food Street;
Drive back to Beijing (1½ hour drive); 
Take train K161 to Nanjing



Translation: “Heavenly Ford / Ferry”

City code for phone = 22
Type: Municipality
Population: 10.5 million
City Information:
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Tianjin is one of the four municipalities of China that are directly under the central government and have provincial-level status. Its urban area is the third largest in China, after Shanghai and Beijing. It is located at the northern end of the Grand Canal of China and is divided into 18 county-level divisions. With its cool sea breeze and fresh sea air you will definitely feel refreshed. Historical relics, natural scenery, temples, churches, assembly halls and commemorative sites of the Chinese revolution will illuminate Tianjin's past, present and future. 
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Farmland takes up about 40% of Tianjin Municipality's total area. Wheat, rice, and maize are the most important crops. Fishing is also important along the coast. The city is also an important industrial base, major industries including petrochemical industries, textiles, car manufacturing, mechanical industries, and metalworking. 
At the end of 2004, the population of Tianjin Municipality was 10.24 million, of which 9.33 million were holders of Tianjin hukou (permanent residence). Among Tianjin permanent residents, 5.56 million were urban, and 3.76 million were rural. The majority of Tianjin residents are Han Chinese. 

People from urban Tianjin speak Tianjin dialect, which comes under the Mandarin subdivision of spoken Chinese. Despite its proximity to Beijing, Tianjin dialect sounds quite different from Beijing dialect (which provides the basis for Putonghua, official spoken language of the People's Republic of China).Tianjin cuisine, also unique, places a heavy focus on seafood, due to its proximity to the sea.
People from Tianjin are often stereotyped to be eloquent, humorous, open, and unfettered. There is a term for the stereotype of the always-eloquent and sometimes-humorous Tianjin native: wèizuǐzi (卫嘴子), which translates roughly as "the Tianjin mouth".
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Communist forces took Tianjin on January 15, 1949, following a 29-hour long battle. After the communist takeover, Tianjin remained a municipality of China.
After China began to open up in the late 1970s, the city has seen rapid development, though it is now lagging behind other important cities like Shanghai, Beijing, and Guangzhou. Tianjin is also home to many prestigious colleges and universities.
Scheduled activities here (and description of each place, foundation, place, etc.):

Airport information:

Scheduled Activities Here:

Ancient Cultural Street (wenhua jie)
Ancient Culture Street is in the north of the city and is actually a series of streets, built in typical Tianjin style featuring Qing style architecture. The shops are decorated with watercolor paintings and carved bricks. There are plenty of traditional Chinese items on sale here such as calligraphy brushes, handicrafts, kites and fine art work.
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Covering an area of 224,200 sq meters, it used to be one of earliest water transport docklands in Tianjin where is one of the busiest cities of commerce and trade in history. As a cultural precinct, Tianjin Ancient Culture Street is well known by the local and overseas tourists. The two attractions, Yuan Huang Ge and Tian Hou Temple are two historic cultural relics in the list of city level ones reversed.
 As the result of expanding Tian Hou Temple, renovating Yu Huang Ge building and renewing the Haihe Lou, this street with fine landscape and distinctive architectural style has been a flourish, cultural and tourist area.
Ancient Culture Street was relocated as part of the massive urban renewal Tianjin has seen in recent years. The new version is much larger, purpose built for convenient browsing & shopping.

As one of the largest shopping districts is in Tianjin, near the Walmart Supercenter, the Ancient Cultural Street has a lot of souvenirs and trinkets, but you MUST know (or learn) how to bargain. (Tourists = suckers) (see travel tips for bargaining advice).
5th Ave and Nanshi Food Street

Situated in the old city area Nanshi Food Street is lined by old elegant buildings. Diners can eat a range of food from various parts of the country. Stepping out of Food Street through Xingge Gate, its west gate, you will see the Hotel Street with a group of buildings modeled the architectural style of the Qing Dynasty and provide real enjoyment if staying in one of these hotels.

Other suggested activities for free time:
Xikai Church 
This church really stands out as architectural eye-candy. Constructed in 1917 by French Jesuit missionaries this Tianjin landmark features three massive green domes making it easy to spot miles away. Given its visual prominence it boggles many minds over how this church survived Mao's cultural revolution. Today it is fully embraced as one of Tianjin's greatest buildings. Morning church services are held daily.
Huangyaguan Great Wall 
Huangyaguan Great Wall is an important military project of the Northern Qi Dynasty (550-577) and is located at the juncture of four cities, Beijing, Tianjin, Tangshan and Chengde and is a wonderful example of ancient Chinese military engineering.

Jinmen Guli
Jinmen Guli means old place in Tianjin for the reason that Jinmen is another name for Tianjin and Guli implies old place. Actually Jinmen Guli is a street, Gu Wehua Jie. There are many stores along this street dealing in jade articles, antiques, traditional handicrafts, especially famous Niren Zhang painted sculptures and Weiji kites. What makes Gu Wenhua Jie so amazing is that buildings on both sides of this street imitate the architectural style of those in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).

Dule Temple
Dule Temple is more than 1,000 years old and consists of a complex of grand structures. In Dule Temple you can see the oldest multi-storied wooden pavilion in China and The Kwan-yin statue, one of the biggest clay sculptures preserved in China.

Dagu Emplacement
Built in 1858 close to the sea, Dagu Emplacement was used to protect the capital city of the Qing Dynasty, Beijing. If you ever visit Dagu Emplacement, there are other attractions around worthy your time as well, such as Haimen Bridge and Dagu Beacon.

Haihe River
Like a beautiful painting, Haihe River makes Tianjin City as charming as that seen in your imagination. In addition Haihe River Park and Wanghailou Church enhance Haihe River's beauty in great deal. You shouldn't miss the very appealing Haihe River at night as it surely will not disappoint.
Water Park (Shuishang Gongyuan)
More than half of Water Park's area is covered with water, which makes this park a lovely and special one. In the park there are twelve small islands connected by arched bridges and small mounds. Weeping willows along the waters edge and lotus flowers in the water make this a relaxing place to visit.
Panshan Mountain
Panshan Mountain is a very famous attraction in Tianjin. It is blessed with strange rock formations, verdant trees, clear streams lakes and mighty peaks. Panshan Mountain is made up of Shang Pan which is famous for vigorous pine trees, Zhong Pan which is well-[image: image8.jpg]


known for unique rocks and Xia Pan that is renowned for crystal clear stream water.

Tianjin TV & Radio Tower
Tianjin TV & Radio Tower is the fourth highest TV tower in the world after Toronto TV Tower in Canada, Moscow Tower in Russia, and Oriental Pearl TV Tower in Shanghai, China. It is located in Tianta Lake, like a sword thrusting into the sky. There is a restaurant in the tower at the height of 248 meters (about 814 feet) to 278 meters (about 912 feet) which can simultaneously accommodate more than 200 guests and providing a bird's eye view of all Tianjin in this 'hanging restaurant'. 
Fun Fact:
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Tianjin is adding another skyscraper to its skyline. Atkins’ TEDA Landmark Towers (Tianjin Economic and Technological Development Area), nicknamed “the pile of boxes” by local residents, is set to be underway. The design features three towers made up of stacked and slightly rotated eight-story blocks. Each tower will use a geothermal heating/cooling system and feature sky-gardens in rotating corners of the glass blocks. The gardens will “light up the corners of each tower, creating an illusion of glowing lanterns rising up into the sky.” Each of the buildings will also be crowned with mesh-like blocks that house vertical wind-powered turbines to help supply electricity. 
Hotel information: 
Hotel Name: Tianjin East Asia Hotel 

Location: 41 Hanyang Dao, Heping District

Phone Number: 022-27838888

Dates of Stay: May 26[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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