Datong
大同
Pinyin: Dàtóng
	Schedule of Activities

	May 24 (Sat.) 五月二十四日星期六
Arrive in Datong;
Hanging Temple
May 25 (Sun.) 五月二十五日星期天
Yungang Caves;

Service at Datong Orphans and  Disabled Persons House and wet-nurse village
May 26 (Mon.) 五月二十六日星期一
Drive to Tianjin by bus (6 hours drive)




Translation: “Great Unity”

City code for phone = 352
Province: Shanxi
Population: 3.11 million
City Information:
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Founded as Píngchéng (平城) in 200 BC during the Han Dynasty, Datong is located near the Great Wall Pass to Inner Mongolia. It blossomed during the following period and became a stop-off point for Camel Caravans moving from China into Mongolia and beyond. Modern Datong is an industrial center with an abundance of coal that is both a blessing and a curse. Without it, Datong’s economy would collapse; with it, skies are rarely clear and lung disease is common.  In 2001, though, the city began implementing pollution-control measures, and some industries have been closed. 
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Within the city itself, there are a few surviving sites of historical interest such as the Nine Dragon Screen, the Huayan Monastery, and the Shanhua Monastery. Further afield is the Hanging Temple built into a cliff face near Mount Heng. Most of the historical sites in this region date to the Tang and Ming dynasties (the Hanging Temple dates to the Northern Wei dynasty (386-534)). 
Outside the city are the Yungang Grottoes/Caves, or Cloud Ridge Caves, a culturally-rich collection of shallow caves (located 16 km west of Datong). There are over 50,000 carved images and statues of Buddhas and Boddhisatvas within these grottoes, ranging from 4cm-7m tall. Most of these icons are around 1000 years old.

Scheduled activities here: 

Hanging Temple:
This temple was built into a cliff near Mount Heng more than 1400 years ago. It is unique not only for its location on a sheer precipice, but also because it includes Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian elements. It is widely respected as an architectural wonder.  Its mix of mechanics, aesthetics, and Buddhism is also very rare. The monastery and everything it symbolizes embodies a great cultural achievement of Chinese people. Inside [image: image3.jpg]


the monastery, the sculptures of Sakyamuni, Confucius and LaoTzu appear together, which is unusual. There are 40 halls and cabinets, which contain about 80 sculptures made of copper, iron, terracotta, and stone. The features are vividly carved. 
So why build a monastery like this? Location is the first reason: building a monastery on the cliff could shield it from floods. In addition, the mountain peak protects it from rain and snow, and the mountain around it also diminishes damage from long-time sunshine. The second reason is that the builders followed a principle in Taoism: no noises, including those from rooster crowing and dog baying; so from the upper ground, all noises drop away. 
Yungang Caves:
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This large collection of ancient Buddhist temple grottoes lies just outside the city. They are excellent examples of rock-cut architecture and one of the three most famous ancient sculptural sites of China. There are about 252 grottoes with more than 51,000 Buddha statues and statuettes.  The grottoes themselves were mainly constructed in the period between 460-525 AD. 
UNESCO has also listed this location as a World Heritage Site, considering it a "masterpiece of early Chinese Buddhist cave art... [and] ...represent the successful fusion of Buddhist religious symbolic art from south and central Asia with Chinese cultural traditions, starting in the 5th century CE under Imperial auspices." 
Other suggested activities for free time: 


Nine Dragon Wall (Jiulong Bi): example of a spirit screen, designed to fend off ghosts/ evil spirits that can only move in straight lines; brightly colored glazed wall built in 1392
Hotel information: 
Hotel Name: Datong Jiahe Fast Hotel Business

Location: 166 Yingbin Lu

Phone Number: 0352-5192666

Dates of Stay: May 24, 25
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