Art 391:  Special Topics: Introduction to Chinese Art on Site

Marcia Rickard

Summer, 2008  

http://www.saintmarys.edu/~cwil/php/intercultural.learning/study.abroad/China.php
Course Description: 

The history of Chinese art offers students an ancient tradition which is constantly being amplified by extraordinary new archeological finds from the past and a vibrant modern art movement.  We will look at the form and content of Chinese art, emphasizing its unique aesthetic style, its contrast to Western art, and how it was adapted to many purposes from its earliest manifestations to the present day.  We shall look at the grand imperial sites and modern centers of Beijing—the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, Great Wall, Tiananmen Square and the Olympic sites.  We shall look at traditional village design.  We go to Datong and the vast Buddhist caves at Yungang, followed by a trip to the scholar’s world of gardens in Suzhou.  We end in the twenty-first century model of the global city--Shanghai.  No Prerequisites

2 or 3 art history credits for art majors and minors; elective credit for non-majors. 

Objectives for the course:

1.  To experience being a minority in another culture 

2.  To be able to recognize and describe the general stylistic 
characteristics of 
Chinese art and architecture

3.  To become sensitive to how important context is to Chinese art and 
architecture 

4.  To gain an understanding of the different historical periods of Chinese art 
history

5.  To be able to recognize the tradition of Chinese art history as it plays out in 

contemporary art of China

6.  To be able to apply the visual skills learned when confronting Chinese art 
anywhere 
Assessment:

Weekly discussions about site visits and reading assignments

Writing Assignments for everyone:


Journal: 



You will keep a daily travel journal about site visits, discussions, 


and reading assignments.  Your observations may be informal and 


may include sketches and photos, but they must show evidence of 


thoughtful integration of your experiences, sights, and readings. We 

will discuss them periodically as we travel.  It will be turned in at the 

close of our travels.  You will get them back to keep.   


Short Essays:



For 2 credits:



Preliminary ungraded essay. If you have never written a formal 


analysis of a work art, you will write a short (5-page) paper 



analyzing a piece of Chinese art before we leave the US.  Bring it 


along with a picture of what you wrote about with you for individual


discussion.  



Essay  #1



You will write a short essay discussing traditional architecture and 


the architectural symbolism of the Forbidden City.



Essay #2



You will write a short essay on Buddhist art as it appears in one of 


the Buddhist sites.  



Essay #3



You will write a short essay on a scholar’s garden and the role of 


landscape in Chinese art.  


Research Paper:



For 3 credits:



You will research and write a paper of 15-20 pages, whose topic 


will be chosen in consultation with me.  It will be due 3 weeks after 


returning home.  


Attendance:
You must attend, and be punctual, at all site visits, class 

meetings, and discussions.  




Itinerary/Syllabus:


Reading materials:


Craig, Clunas, Art in China (Oxford University Press, 1997)


+ photocopied articles

Prior to departure:


Read  Craig Clunas, “Introduction” and “Art in the Tomb,” 9-43.



Wu Hung, “The Nine Tripods and Traditional Chinese 





concepts of Monumentality,” from Asian Art, ed. 




Rebecca M. Brown and Deborah S. Hutton (Blackwell 



Anthologies in Art History, 2006), p.352-361.   



Writing assignment:  formal analysis of work of art as suggested by  


Anne D’Aleva, “Formal Analysis,” in Look.  The Fundamentals of Art History (Prentice Hall, 2nd ed., 2006), 27-46. 

May 18

Leave U.S.



The following may be read on the plane or before departure:



Read 
Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt, “Excerpts from Chinese 





Imperial City Planning,” from Asian Art , 362-375, and 




Imperial City Planning, 179-84.




“Letters from European Travelers about the Forbidden City,”





from Asian Art, 376-379




Mao Zedong, “Excerpts from Quotations from Chairman Mao 



Zedong,” from Asian Art, 431-434




Robert Benewick, “Icons of Power:  Mao Zedong and the 




Cultural Revolution,” from Asian Art, 435-447




Clunas, 201-216.




Make notes to compare to visits to Tiananmen Square, 




Forbidden City, and Temple of Heaven 



Reading assignments listed for each date are to be done in 




preparation for that day’s events.  


May 19  
Arrive Beijing

May 20

Beijing



Visit Tiananmen Square and Forbidden City



Visit Temple of Heaven and Soong Ching-Ling Residence



Pass by Hoton (traditional courtyard houses)

May 21

Beijing



Visit Qing Emperors’ Summer Palace



Meet with Renmin University Students



Read Clunas, “Art at Court,” 45-87

May 22 
Visit Great Wall



Craft Workshops—Cloisonne factory



Visit with Peking University students



Work on Essay #1



May 23

Tibetan Buddhist Temple and Beijing City Programming Museum



Essay #1 Due

May 24

Datong and Yungang caves



Read “Buddhism,” from The Sacred East. Understanding Eastern 




Religions, ed. Scott Littleton (London, 2003), 54-77.

May 25

Visit Hanging Temple, Datong



Read Clunas, “Art in the Temple,” 89-133

May 26

Tianjin ancient cultural street



Read “Confucianism,” from The Sacred East, 92-103.

May 27

Travel day



Work on Essay #2

May 28  
Nanjing Folk Museum



Sun Zhongshan Museum



Essay #2 Due

May 29  
Visit Rape of Nanjing Museum



Visit Kongfu Temple



Read “Daoism,” in The Sacred East, 116-24.

 

May 30

Travel to Yellow Mountains



Read  Wen C. Fong, “Of Nature and Art:  Monumental Landscape,” 



from Asian Art, 278-288



Read “Guo Xi’s Writings on Landscape Painting,” from Asian Art, 



289-293

May 31  
Visit Yuping, Northern Ocean, Yungu Mountains

June 1

Visit Xidi village and Hong Village

June 2

Travel Hangzhou



Visit Linying Temple, Feilai Hill, Chinese Tea Museum



Read Frances Wood, Coiled dragons and filmy fleeces:  jade and 



silk,” in The Silk Road.  Two Thousand Years in the Heart of 




Asia (2002), 26-35.

June 3

Visit Yuefei Temple, boat ride West Lake



Visit Chinese Silk Museum



Visit Art Academy



Read David Barboza, “Schooling the Artists’ Republic of China,” NY 



Times, March 30, 2008.



Read Simon Leung, Pseudo-languages:  A Conversation with 




Wenda Gu, Xu Bing, and Jonathan Hay,” from Asian Art, 




462-463.

June 4

Travel to Wuzhen



Travel to Suzhou



Read Kiyohiko Munakata, “Mysterious heavens and Chinese 




classical gardens,” RES 15, Spring, 1988), 61-

June 5

Suzhou



Visit Hanshan Temple, Zhuozheng Garden and Huqiu Garden




Read Clunas, Chapter 4

June 6 

Suzhou



Visit City Gate



Canal boat ride



Visit Silk Museum
June 7

Shanghai



Visit Shanghai City Museum and Urban Planning Museum



Read Clunas, 199-201

June 8

Shanghai



Visit Yu’s Garden, Chenghuan Temple, Nanjing Road Business 




District, China TV Tower



Work on Essay #3

June 9

Shanghai



Free Day



Essay #3 Due

June 10
 
Departure for U.S.



Read John Kuo Wei Tchen, “Believing Is Seeing:  Transforming 




Orientalism and the Occidental Gaze,” in Asian Art, 476-491

June 25
Journals due (Send them to me at Moreau Center for the Arts, SMC, Notre Dame, IN 46556.)

July 1

Research Paper due (May be sent electronically.)
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