Introduction to Chinese Philosophy (PHL/THL351)
Summer 2008
Core B International/Global Studies

Certified Writing Course

Policy Sheet and Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. Jinmei Yuan, Associate Professor

Office: Humanities Center, Room 114
Class Meetings:
May 15 and May 16 
Meeting Time: 9:00am-3:00pm

Meeting Place: HC 302
Phone: 280-3309            

Email: jinmei@creighton.edu
Prerequisites: PHL107 or 109 and one of the following: a) PHL 250 or 253, b) THL 250, or c) PHL 320 or PHL 323

Required Texts:

Lin Yutang 
Importance of Living by Lin Yutang, William Morrow and Company, Inc. 1998, originally published in 1937  

Chuang-Tzu (Tran. A. C. Graham)
Chuang-Tzu, the Inner Chapters, Hackett Publishing (Chinese Philosophy)
Confucius (Tran.R. Ames)
The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical Translation, The Ballantine Publishing Group (Chinese Philosophy)
Lao Tzu (Tran. C. C. Lau)
Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching, Penguin Books (Chinese Philosophy)
Handouts

Xerox Materials:  To be announced 

Optional Texts:
David Hall & Roger Ames  
Thinking From the Han: Self, Truth and Transcendence in Chinese and Western Culture, State University of New York Press

Course Description and Course Objectives

Course Description 


This course is designed to explore the theory and practice of Chinese philosophy.  The course will introduce the development of Chinese philosophy from ancient to modern times.  The contributions from a few main schools, such as Confucianism, Daoism, and Moism, will be carefully discussed.  The basic doctrines and moral principles held by different Chinese philosophers will be examined. The course will also involve some comparative studies.  Students are encouraged to find out the similarities and differences between Chinese culture and Western culture.  The course will be taught both on campus and in China
Course Objectives: 

To help students learn to:

· Differentiate between Western and Eastern thinking structures 

· Identify the common values held by both Western and Eastern philosophers

· Open a wide worldview from the perspective of Eastern wisdom to look at the world of today. 

· Discover the relationship and conflicts between modern Chinese society and Chinese traditional values.

· Recognize the contributions of Buddhism and Chinese philosophy to the world civilization.

· Apply the concepts of the arts of living in Eastern philosophy to our daily lives and consider this application through discussion and written personal reflections.

· Synthesize research on one issue that is discussed by Chinese philosophers and remains an important issue in our contemporary society
The overall goals of this class are for students to gain an awareness and understanding of positive and negative aspects in traditional Eastern culture, religion and way of thinking, to open a common discourse between Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy, and to learn the valuable doctrines and theories of Eastern culture.  

Course Requirements and Grading
Course Assignments:
Two exams (Open notes & Books): Exam material will be taken from lectures, handouts, and reading assignments.  Exams will include objective questions as well as a written portion including some definition and short answer/essay questions.  .  

Written Assignments: Criteria for each paper will be identified in my web-notes.  Please read them carefully. Your final paper must be rewritten to show that you have improved your writing.


There are three types of written assignments:

a. One short essay: Type one reflection paper (2 pages, typed out) combining your personal understanding and critical thinking with material from class.  Choose from a list of topics.  Each topic will focus on one Chinese philosopher’s work.  There is no rewrite requirement for the short essay.  The short essay is due before you leave the US.           

b. Summaries of a comparative table: 

The table is a group work.  You will do it during the trip.  In the table, you should list at least fifteen key concepts, important terms, or even propositions that were discussed by Chinese philosophers or Zen Buddhism.  You can fill in the table by simple definitions or explanations from these philosophers.   
The Summaries are individual written assignments. With the guidance of this table, each student should write three summaries. Two of them identify the similarities and differences among Chinese philosophers or Zen Buddhists who were from different schools or historical periods (One summery is about the similarity; the other is about the differences).  You need to at least discuss three concepts in your table.  The third of summaries is a comparison of one concept in Chinese philosophy or Zen Buddhism to one concept in Western philosophy.  You can choose any concept in your table and compare it with a concept in one of Western philosopher’s work (you can choose your favorite philosopher).  You need to state whether they are similar or different.  The summaries need to be done individually.  The summaries can be brief but either difference or similarities has to be clearly stated.  
c. Final Paper: 
You will choose a Chinese philosophy topic (or Zen Buddhist topic) of interest to you on which to write your final paper. Students should be prepared to redraft their final paper in light of written comments by the instructor within two weeks of receiving them back.

The final paper will be 10 total pages and is broken down into two parts.  The first part of the paper is a dialogue between a Chinese philosopher (or a Zen Master) and a Western philosopher (such as a dialogue between Confucius and Plato, Zhuang Zi and Nietzsche, or Mozi and Aristotle).  This part is no more than 2 pages.  The second part of the paper is your analysis and discussion on the issue.  You need to develop an argument for or against the common understanding (or disagreement), if it can (or cannot) be reached in the discourse, if this common understanding (or disagreement) is caused by misunderstanding in the dialogue between Western and Eastern philosophers. 
First draft: The first draft will be discussed during the trip. You need to submit your first draft with your final draft.  


d. Journals: Students are required to write at least 15 journals during the trip.  10 of the 15 will be graded.
Criteria for all three types of written assignments:



All written assignments will be graded on the following criteria:




Content:  

Clarity and Logic—how clearly the issues are presented and how well reasoned are the conclusions




Thoroughness—how completely the issues are analyzed




Documentation—how correctly are concepts attributed to sources




Writing Mechanics: 

Grammar/Punctuation—how well are the rules of grammar and punctuation followed




Spelling/Typing—how accurate are the spelling and typing

Sentence Construction—how well are awkward, incomplete sentences avoided


 

Organization—how logical is the flow of the paper

Grading guidelines for short paper and final paper:

For a grade of A:

In addition to those items required for a grade of B.  The paper shows an exceptional degree of understanding of the issues discussed in the course.  An especially thoughtful reflection on the student’s capacity of critical and creative thinking is evident.  The paper demonstrates insight into the relationship between the issues in the course and the student’s mission and future responsibilities.

For a grade of B:

The paper should demonstrate the student’s understanding of the relevant concepts and clearly articulate the student’s philosophical inquiry to these concepts/issues.  The assignment is well organized.  Paragraphs contain topic sentences and are coherent and appropriate in length.  Sentences are smooth and carefully crafted.  Transitions connect sentences and paragraphs so the writing is not choppy.  There are virtually no errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar, and usage.  The paper avoids triteness and generalizations.  The thesis statement is clearly delineated.  The introduction presents the issue and outlines its significance.  Terms are adequately defined.  The writer shows an understanding of the topic.  Conclusions are well supported and follow from the argument.  The paper is tight, not wordy.  The bibliography is correctly displayed and refers to a sufficient number of current sources.  Sources are correctly cited.

For a grade C:

The paper demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts and issues involved.  The student has basic skills to do a philosophical reasoning but the application of course-related concepts and issues is sometimes inadequate.  The paper shows research beyond the level of assigned texts in the course.  The work is well organized, but the paragraph structure may sometimes be disjointed.  The paper contains no more than a few awkward passages.  There are some errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar and usage.  The language is too general, but none of these errors is glaring or highly distracting.  The sources cited may be limited in number or somewhat out-of-date.  There may be some errors in format in the citations and bibliography.

For a grade of D:

The relevant concepts and issues from the course materials are presented, but some inaccuracies may exist.  The student’s skills of reasoning are discussed, but sufficient detail or clarity may be lacking.  Application of course-related concepts and issues is often inadequate.  Research is at the level of the assigned texts for the course.  The work is adequately organized, though some paragraphs may be disjointed or misplaced.  Generally, it shows that the writer has followed a logical plan.  The writing is competent but wordy, general, or imprecise.  Sentences may at times be awkwardly constructed, but their meaning is clear.  Paragraphs do not develop topic sentences.  Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling are distracting.  Errors in citations and in the bibliography are more extensive.

For a grad of F:

The student’s description and discussion of the relevant concepts and issues contains major errors or is omitted form the paper.  The student fails to demonstrate significant thoughtfulness about his or her personal critical and creative thinking.  The paper lacks a clear thesis.  The language is frequently muddled and unclear.  The technical errors in writing are numerous and highly distracting.  The writer’s understanding of the topic is in question.  Bibliography and citations are missing or incorrect.  


Due days for your assignments: see the Tentative Schedule

Activities and Participation:

Service Teaching
Grading: Your course grade will be based on the following assignments:

Exams: (30%)

Written Assignments: (50%) 

One short essay……………….……………………4%

Table…………………………………….…………6% 

Journals…………………………………………….20%

Final Paper…………………………………………20% (The first draft: 5%; the final draft: 15%)
Service Activities/Participation: (20%)

Grading Scale:

90 above=A, 
85—89 =B+, 
80—84 =B, 
75—79 =C+, 
70—74 =C, 
61—69 =D, 
below 60=F

Expectations and Policies

Course Format and Learning Activities: The format of the class is lecture/discussion with group activities.

The learning activities in this course will include three steps:

1) The classes on May 15:  we will focus on the origin and development of the main schools in the history of Chinese Philosophy.  We will read essays selected from Chinese philosophers’ works.  Students will be encouraged to look at the difference between Chinese culture and Western culture at their philosophical roots, namely, not only looking at the sets of concepts, terms, and propositions in these two languages, but also looking at the thinking structures in these two cultures.  Without knowing these differences, one cannot understand the thoughts from different cultures.  Students are required to read the materials before each class and bring at least one question.  We will vote on which question we would like to discuss in the class.  Each question will be examined and viewed from the perspectives of both Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy.   

2) The classes on May 16: we will discuss the possibilities of keeping space open for a common discourse between classical Chinese philosophy and modern Chinese society, as well as between traditional Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy.  

Each meeting of this class, in that period, will consist of one or two discussions, initiated by student participants or instructor.  Initiating a discussion involves briefly surveying material to be discussed.  The student or instructor who is initiating the discussion needs to contribute his or her understanding of the similarities or differences between two philosophers (one of them should be a Chinese philosopher, the other, a Western philosopher) based on his/her surveying.  And then, the student or instructor identifies questions or issues that the seminar should address.  Each student will, over the course of the semester, initiate one or two such discussions.  Each discussion is about ten minutes.

Policies and Due Days:

Exams: Exams are take-home ones. It is an open note and open book tests.  You will receive the take-home exam this Friday.  The exam will be filled out during the trip and will be handed in when we arrive back in Omaha at the airport (June 10).  

Final Paper: The ten page research paper will be due two weeks after we return to Omaha. 

Class Attendance/Participation: The only way to succeed in college is to attend class. Your attendance and participation are very important in this class, as much of the learning and application of concepts take place in class.  The instructor needs to be informed as soon as possible if your absence is related to extreme circumstances (family emergencies, hospitalization).

Academic Honesty Policy: You are expected to follow the college’s guidelines for academic honesty.  I advise you to consult the undergraduate issue of the Creighton University Bulletin 2002, pp. 87-88, the Creighton University Handbook for Students, and the statement on academic honesty at the college’s Web site at:

 http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students.html.  
If you have any questions concerning these guidelines, please see me.  Unless you have specific direction or permission otherwise, I expect your work to be your own and not to be work submitted for any other course.  If you are found guilty of a violation of academic honesty, your penalty will be at a minimum a zero on the relevant assignment and quite possibly an F for the course.  In a very serious case I may recommend even stiffer penalties to the Dean.  All cases in which a penalty is assessed for academic dishonesty must be reported to the Chair of the Department and to the Dean, who will put a record of the offense and penalty into the student’s permanent academic file.

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments
 

Thursday, May 15:
9-noon Students enrolled in Chinese Philosophy and Asian Art should read The Analects of Confucius. (Introduction, Notes, and Appendices are optional.) 
 

12-12:30 Lunch

 

1:00-2:00. Confucius continue 

 

2:15-3:00 Preview of the students demonstrations for the college students/teachers in China, and practice the Chinese play
 

3:30-4 Basketball team practice (bring shorts). Coach: Andrew Trapp
 

Saturday
 

9-noon  Tao Te Ching by Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu by A. C. Graham.

 

12-12:30 Lunch

 

12-30-2  Asian Art and film (Movie)
 

2:15-3:30 Preview of the students teaching demonstrations, and practice the Chinese play.

 

3:30-4 Basketball practice (bring shorts).  Coach: Andrew Trapp
 

May 18-June 9
All students (Chinese Philosophy, Buddhism, Asian Arts) should bring The Importance of Living  by Lin Yutang.  This book will be read during the trip in China and will be one of the sources for the entries in your journal. While traveling in China, you should write 15 entries for the journal.  Ideally, you will write in the journal each day. You will select ten of the essays to be graded.  The journal will be collected three times during the trip.  Each entry should reflect on your experiences in China, the course readings, and discuss some section of The Importance of Living. Please include the page citations to the sections you discuss.
PAGE  
7

