Academic Requirements: Creighton University

This is a study abroad program, so there are a few academic requirements to keep in mind in order to receive your 3 credits for PHL 351 – “Introduction to Chinese Philosophy.”  We will officially meet only twice for this aspect of the course (May 19 and May 20, 9am-3pm HC 315). Below is a list of the required work (attached is a course syllabus with more information):

1. Required Books:

The Importance of Living by Lin Yutang, William Morrow and Company, Inc. 1998, originally published in 1937  (Chinese Philosophy and Buddhism)  

(This is the only book you need to bring on the trip)

Chuang-Tzu, the Inner Chapters by Chuang-Tzu (Translated by A.C. Graham), Hackett Publishing (Chinese Philosophy)

The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical Translation by Confucius (Translated by Roger Ames), The Ballantine Publishing Group (Chinese Philosophy)

Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching by Lao Tzu (Translated by D. C. Lau), Penguin Books (Chinese Philosophy)

2. Course Assignments:
	Description
	Assignment Details
	Due Date

	Class Day
Thursday

May 15
	Mandatory class day
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm

Location: Humanities Building Room 302
	- -

	Class Day
Friday

May 16
	Mandatory class day 
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm

Location: Humanities Building Room 302
	- -

	Webnotes
	-Most of the lecture notes, definitions, and other helpful things for the assignments can be found here:

http://www.puffin.creighton.edu/yuan/default.htm (main page)
	- -

	Reading Assignments
	-Read the four books listed above


	May 18

	Short Essay
	- 2 pages in length; typed

- Reflection paper combining your personal understanding and critical thinking with material from class

- Try to focus a Chinese philosopher’s work


	May 18

	Presentations
	- Topics have already been chosen or assigned

- 10 minutes at most

- Prepared and presented in your assigned groups

- Use whatever you want (interactive dialogue, Windows photostory/movie maker, powerpoint, etc.)

-Presentation dates:

· Renmin University (Wed. May 21)

· Peking University (Thurs. May 22)

· Hohai University (Wed. May 28)
	May 18

	Journal Entries
	- 1 page each, 15 required entries

- 10 of the 15 entries will be graded

- Write about your experiences on the trip

- Three due dates (at least 5 entries due each day)
	Fri. May 23 

Wed. May 28

Sat. June 7

	Comparative Table

and

Summaries


	- Two parts:
1. Table = you will do this before/during the trip as a group; list 15 key concepts, terms, or propositions that were discussed by Chinese philosophers along with an explanations column for each
2. Brief summaries of table = use the table to write three individually-written summaries. (One to identify similarities among Chinese philosophers, one to identify differences, and one to compare a concept in Chinese philosophy to one in Western philosophy)

- Each summary should be brief and clearly stated
	June 10


	Final Exams

	- This is included in the packet (or you’ve already received it)
- Open-book and open-note test
- To be completed before or during the trip

- Questions will be taken from lectures, handouts, webnotes, and reading assignments.  

- Includes objective questions and written portion (definition and short answer/essay questions)
	June 11

	Final Research Paper
	- 10 pages total in length; two drafts (first and final) – (turn in both when finished)
- Choose a topic in Chinese philosophy of interest to you and break into two parts: 

1. 2 pages = Dialogue between a Chinese and Western philosopher

2. 8 pages = Analysis and discussion on the issue; develop an argument for or against one of the positions presented in the first part (i.e. is there misunderstanding in the dialogue between Western and Eastern philosophers)
	June 24
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