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Office Memorandum
TO:








DATE: 12/02/2005
FROM:
The Office of Energy Management, George Tangeman
SUBJECT:
November Energy Awareness news letter
Hello to all!  November has come and gone as I write this. What a month with all that’s gone on here at Facilities Management and around campus. The Energy Awareness Committee has started their twice a month meetings, and our topic this month and I think for quite a while into the future will be Energy Conservation. We started to do what I called our Walk About Campus. We all met in the Alumni Library commons area and walked through the building and identified things that would save the university energy. 
Some things we identified:
There weren’t any light switches to turn off those bollard lights or those round globe lights in the hall outside the commons area.  Those things are on all the time.  We suggested that the bollard lights be removed since they don’t put out much light anyway, and install a sensor switch to turn off the globe lights when no one is around.

We found door seals that were missing or torn and reported them to the Carpenter shop for repair.

We then headed to the Eppley building, and the first thing we all noticed was the hall lighting was on and it was very bright. We thought we could easily get by with half the lighting in these areas or at least install sensor switches to turn off the lights in the hallways when no one was present. We thought we might suggest that they install sensor switches in the office and classroom areas.
In other news, Facilities Management has completed their Summer/Winter building HVAC change over.  All went smoothly, I hear.  Big thanks to all in the Engineering department for a job well done. And lots of thanks to all for the upgrades that were made to the systems and controls this past year.  I know for a fact that we have much better control over the systems now compared to what we’ve had in the past.  We should see a reduced usage in our utility bills compared to last year. And if we continue to up grade the rest of our older systems we should see even more savings.
We have received a few energy saving ideas and tips this month, but not what I expected we would see. We need your input.  Fr. Schlegel has blessed most of the ideas we all have come up with so far, so let’s keep this thing going. We can make a difference.  As you can see from the Walk About Campus, the ideas do not have to be huge; small changes can make a big difference.
Announcement: Ron Wallquist from the Student Center has joined us on the Energy Awareness Committee. And Ron brings with him some great ideas like putting timers on the Christmas lighting in the Student Center, and why not use them on the mall lights too. Most of the mall Christmas lighting are on photo controls; they come on in the evening when the sun goes down and go off in the morning when the sun comes up. If they were on timers we could shut them off at 2:00AM or so instead of 7:30AM. GREAT idea Ron. 
Soon we will be celebrating the Christmas Holiday and we will be turning back the temperatures in the buildings to the holiday scheduled set points. So if you have to be here over the holiday please dress accordingly.

Holiday Tips:
Tis the season for candles, please be careful with these. Don’t leave the room or house for very long without putting them out first. Keep small children away from them.
The cold winter weather is here to stay at least until mid March, so dress accordingly. Dress in layers to conserve body heat, wear the proper shoes or boots for better traction on slippery areas.

Keep a winter emergency kit in your car in case you have car problems. These can be purchased from most of your department stores, or you can build one yourself.

All you need is a little imagination. Put in there things like a warm blanket, some energy bars, water, a candle, flashlight, spare batteries, first aid kit, ever a spare cell phone battery, a shovel, some fluorescent marking tape to tie on to your car antenna to signal you need help, some quart sized baggies and some writing paper and a pencil to leave a note to passers by where you are.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Energy Awareness Committee

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

















